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cultural and natural heritage in Asia and the Pacific" (JIU/REP/83/10).
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I. INTRODUCTION

~

1. The report of the Jolnt Inspectlon Unit (JIU) entitled "Contribution of the
United Nations system to conservation and management of cultural and natural
heritage in Asia and the Pacific" follows upon previous reports by the JIU on the
same subject in Africa and Latln America and completes their review of the
conservation and management of cultural and natural heritage in developing

}: countrles. .

2. These reports were prepared follow;ng the many conferences, congent1ons,
resolutions and declarations which have conferred on the United Nations system a’

i mandate to be actively involved in promoting improved conservation and managenment
jv; of the natural and cultural herltage of mankind and, more specifically, to. support
: the efforts of developlng countrles in thls field.

s .

i .
_ﬁr 3. Thls mandate, in turn, reflects the 1nternat10na1 recoqnltlon of the need for
ﬂﬁ;m~—~mm——more effective conservation and management measures and for the promotion of

&_ env1ronmentally -sound and eccloqlcally sustainable processes of development.

i

3 4. The promotlonal efforts in whlch the United Nations system hag played a-

o leading role includes . the UNESCO Man and Blosphere Programme (MAB), launched in

1 1970; the Unlted Natlons Conference on the Human Environment, held in Stockholm 1n
2l 1872, which led ‘to the establishment of UNEP; the Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance Especmally as Waterfown Habitat (1971), "the World Heritage
Convention (1972); the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (1973); the World Conservation Strategy (WCS) launched in
1980; and the World Charter for Nature, adopted in 1982 by the General Assembly in
resolution 37/7 of 28 October 1982,

5. Other world conferences sponsored by the Unlted Natiorns system over the past
several years directly or indirectly related to this subject include: the Unlted
_Nations World Population COnference, 1974 (Bucharest) ;i the World Conference on
._Human_Settlements (Vancouver, 1976); the United Nations Conference on
Desertification" (Nalrobl, 1977); the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development-{ﬂome——FAef—1979), ~£he. United Nations Conference on New and Renewable '
Sources of Energy (Nairobi, 1981); the UNESCO World Conference on Cultural Policies
(Mexico, 1982); as well as thée United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,

signed at Montego Bay, Jamalca,scn 10 December 1982,

1 S - e i e

6. In addltlon, the General Assembly has adopted a- serles of resolutions focusing

| international attention on environmental prctectlcn and conservation issues,
'““=““““———Generai—ﬂssembiynresokutLonu3345_4XXIx4mo£ 17 December 1974 called for co-ordinated

: and multi-disciplinary research work aimed at synthesizing, integrating and

advancing existing knowledge on the- relationships between population, resources,

environment and development in order to assist Member States, particularly the

) developing -countries, to seek solutions to the complex and multl—dlmens:\.cnal -

YiJ? problems in this field. In General Assembly resolution 35/74 of 5 December 1980 on

‘ ' international co-operation in the field of environment, the Assembly welcomed the

launching, in March 1980, of the World Conservation Strategy and urged all

/oo.
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Governments and international organizations to take it into account in developing
their policies and-programmes.—”ThéEé’éEﬁEéfﬁg'were also reaffirmed in the
International Development Strategy for the Thirg United Nations-Development Decade
(General Assembly resolution 35/56).

7.  Furthermore, a joint “"Declaration of Environmental Policies and Procedures
Relating to Economic Development" wag signed in New York in February 1980 by the S
World Bank andﬁthe-Regional"Deveiépméht Banks, the Commission of the European
Communities, the Organization of American States, UNDP and UNEP, which reaffirms,

inter alija, their supébrt for the Principles and recommendations of the Unitqd

Nations Confererice on the Human'Env1ronment;

8. The Secretary-General welcomes the JIU report, which is a comprehensive ang
useful survey of actions by the United Nations system, as well as of bilateral angd
non=governmental activities to support efforts of countries in the Asia and Pacific
region to protect and Manage human environment, including cultural and natural
heritage.. .He has pParticularly noteq the Inspectors® Positive assessment ang
commendation of ESCaEP, UNEP and other organizations of the United Nations sSystem
for the role and contributions in this area. He believes that the report will be
very useful for follow-up activities to the above-mentioned conferences,
conventions, resolutions and~programmés, and that its various observations will
assist in further improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the contributions
of ‘the United Nations System in the Asia and Pacific region in the specific areas
reviewed. .

II. GENERAL COMMENTS

9. It is clear from the report that the Governments of the region are cbmmitted

Secretary-General finds_their efforts in thisg endeavour highly commendable. He
remain%wcppcerned,-however;fthat;“owiﬁé”fo thé'multifacetedgmagnitudesof national

dévelggmgg;ﬂchallengesf;tbgether“wifﬁffhe relative shortage of financial resources,

efficientémanagémenf“ﬁf”fhﬁif'heriﬁégé_fesburces unless sufficient international
8Upport can be sustained. - :

10. 1n thig connection, the Secretary—Generql is pleased t6 note that Uniteq
Natipns_systemvccroperation“hak“bIayéa'a role in attracting support from bilateral
Sources and intérnational non-governmental organizations. In its wide-ranging
activities,“aating back to 1978, ESCAP has placed_SPECial emphasig on attracting

extnqbudgeﬁaryhfundihg”tb lmplement its environment programmes which have, as a

result,-achieved a2 high implementation ratio. The fecently established UNEP

clearing-house facility will likewise assgist in the Preparation of specific

Y
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1l. The Secretary-General agrees with the Inspectors that it would be desirable
for Governments of the region to embody various policy and legal provisions in a

|

|
:ﬂ . comprehensive -long-term-national-conservation-strategy, particularly since heritage
| conservation problems are cross-sectoral and can only be effectively tackled

y through a comprehensive 1ntquated approach (paras. 34-37).

‘} : 12, . The Secretary-General 15 pleased to report that, since the World Conservation

Strategy was launched in 1980, more than 30 countries, including those in the Asia
and Pacific reglon,_have_begun ‘work on a national conservation strateqy and that,..
under the auspices of UNEP and within the framework of co~operation among the
members of the Ecosystem Conservation Group (ECG), expert missions have been sent

Ji i to a number of countries, at their regquest, which have resulted in a series of

recommendations and plans of actlon for implementing the World Conservation
Strategy. .

i ! 13. The Secretary-General shares the concern of the Inspectors regarding the need
jI N - for policy co-ordination and consistency among Member States (para. 38) and, while

——————recognizing the marked- diversity -of country and subregional situations, wishes to
-emphasize the -advantage for Governments of the region to harmonize national
conservation policy objectives with subregional and regiconal programmes, as well as
with provisions of relevant multilateral conventions, which represent an
internationally accepted framework -for designing and implementing-national and -
subregional conservation measures and for fostering co—operation among ‘Menber
States in areas relevant to their conservation objectives.

l4. In this connection, the Secretary-General wishes to emphasize the progress
being made by FAO, UNEP and UNESCO, in co-operation with the International Union
for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), in assisting
Governments in the implementation of effective international and regional measures
for the conservation of wild animals and plants and their habitats through
international and national legislation and administration. International

'
ol fud

conservation conventions are instruments of great potential and importance for
wildlife-and-their-habitats-and-the-failure-of -law-enforcement poses a serious

si— e o~hazard- for -them. --The- future-implementation-of-global-and-regional conservation

conventions will greatly contribute towards maintaining a balance between the
‘interests of conservaticon and the 1ong-term requirements of national w11d11fe
utilization and deve;opment.

15. 'The Secretary—General joins the Inspectors in commend1ng the catalytic and

'1h“*‘"“‘"“ccpord1nat1ng‘actIVItieS"undertaken by UNEP (paras., 82 and 88). He has also been

1nformed that, guided by the framework for national and subnat10nal conservation
strategies outlined in the World Conservation Strategy, UNEP has convened meetlngs

of the ECG members to adept a common approach” and methodology and to co-ordinate
efforts for the 1mplementatlon of the- ‘Strategy at the national level. The ECG,
which provides a forum for an exchange of information on the status of preparation
of national conservation strategies, has recommended that national stratag;es
should be comprehensive and should integrate conservation with development taking
into con51deratlon cultural dimensions. . it 4 et v fmTmO
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in that area. This is, for example, reflected ip objectives of UNEP in the
system-wide mediumterp environment_p;ogramme.for 1984-1989. Furthermore, as hag
Qggn,ngted;,inrgeneraiT_enVirBﬁMental and other conservation activities Supported

by United Nations agencies hav

Governments!® institutiona] machinery for

(para. 44),

18, The Secretary~General has similarily

other organizations of the United Nati

Development Bank, bilateral donors ang
(paras. 123-127), In this connection,
particular the contributions of UNCHS a

Problems, Particularly the control of w

industrial activity.

e, inter alia, been directed to the strengthening of

taken note of the substantial role of

ons system, the World Bank, the Asian
nonegove:nmentalHorganizations '

the Sebretary—Gene:al wishes to record in
nd UNIDO, the former with regard to
eservation, improvement, renewal,

19, Concerning the United Nations systenm co—ogggggign%_aluﬂcorﬁeetly~points out

thatTg;;ggtive;GOeordination“and
the region would reduce inter

promote_an—interseﬁtOraI“Ehd

coheéiﬁe’approach in the plannzng and exedution of
Projects (para. 45). This is to an extent already

framework of the UNDP country Programming process and the

will be supported on 8 continuing basis by

ordinators, whose responsibilities include

Co-ordination ofjoperational activities for_developmentrby_the=United Nations

gystem at the country 1eye

1.

III.

Conservation strategies,
to be convened by ESCAP in

COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATiONS

Recommendation 1

overnments of the region to formuléte national long=terp

The ministerial
February l9ss,

-level conference on environment in Asia,
will, no doubt, contribute to that
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effort. While the World Conservation Strategy cited here only relates to the
conservat;on of natural resources, such long—term strategles should also address

of both types of herltage resources.

' Recommendation 2

21. .-The Secretary—General supports. this recommendation, which could also include
UNEP in view of the agency's involvement in the protection of wildlife and national

" parks through its support to the various national and subregional environment
programmes.

Recommendation 3

22. The Secretary—General believes that UNESCO could also be included in this
f|—~—~———--recommendation;  since it is ‘involved in training and inputs can be made to wildlife
tra1n1ng from thé regular programme of UNESCO and the World Her1tage Fund,

~23. While supporting the recommendatlon to assist existing wildlife training
centres to develop regional. .and subregional training programmes and capabilities,
the Secretary-General would also urge that consideration be given to the

" development of networks linking those centres whlch could serve the region as a
whole.

24.. The Secretary-Genéral fully concurs with the need for more inter-country

co-operation in the framework of TCDC both within the region and with developing
countries in other regions. ' '

Recommendation 4

‘7;L;u:vw»—25——fThe SecretaryﬁGeneral supports_thLs—necommendatlonqﬂwhlch he ‘has been informed
is fully in 11ne w1th the programme of UNESCO.

.Recommendation 5

~26.The- Secretary-General -fully supports the recommendatlon that the concerned
United Nations agencies should encourage countries of the region to increase their
participation in collective international actions aimed at the conservation and

management"f‘hefttage, esp6o1aliy“through adherence to relevant multllateral
conventionss.




