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ANNEX

Comments of the Secretary—Generaluﬁuu,;rr;mw;j.

DI GENERAL COMMENTS

1. The report of'the Joint Inspectlon Un1t (JI0) on the Un1ted Natrons Transport

and Communications’ Decade (JIU/REP/85/4) ‘is“the- frrst assessment of the Decade
'undertaken_by JIU. It was prepared, as 1nd1cated by JIU, for the followrng reasons.

‘ (a) . In addrtlon to the States concerned, the Un1ted Nations system and

international and 1ntergovernmenta1 organrzatrons are’ associated with the -

T implementation of"programmes for. ach1ev1ng the objectrves of the Decade.g Ik,
thereforefsseemed worthwhlle studylng 1n depth: the mechanrsms and procedures of
such an a555001at10n, wh1ch is obv1ously of a complex nature:

_____4b} The Decade

T_;i_;3‘f”f”";ﬂj,l “gor African countr1es, in that their:
development is dependent, on transport Endfcommuhications. Consequently, it was
necessary to determine whether the 1mp1ementat10n of the programme had- posrtrve ‘
effects on: 1nternat1onal co—operatlon, Jbearing in mrnd the costs of the programme
- for. both Member States and the United Nations system..i_ﬁ. B

(e} Generally speaklng. 1t appeared necessary to reflect on'the course of
action to be’ followed after 1988 (and of the Decade) in order to avoid losing the

momentum bu11t up through the 1mp1ementat10n of the programme.r

1ssued just after the complet1on of the first phase of the pecade,
g it does at a tlme when the second. phase ‘has just been
re that its’ results should be

2. The report,
is-most opportune,com1ng a
commenced and the greatest’ concern js to- ensu
cons1derably better than those of the f1rst phase.

—r~3.ﬁe41n generalf the report properly reflects the objectlves, strateqy. act1v1t1es‘
and problems of the UnlEéthat1ons Transport and*ﬂommunrcat1onerecade in Africa.

1t Highl ights—the difficulties encountered in 1nformat1on gathering and the.
mobilization of resources. The Secretary—General is satisfied with the = ‘
comprehensive manner in which JIU has reviewed, the act1v1t1es for the Decade and

made recommendatlons bearrng on the future of ‘the Decade. y

/

T o ' ational oo-Operation‘can-contrihute to the success of
the Decade is the f1nanc1ng of the 1mp1ementat10n-o = —~to--achieve . the
objectTves=o£=£he_Decade._ The problems encountered in delivering relief aid to the
v1ctims of the food crisis currently affllctlng ‘many’ African’ countries have once
garn conflrmed the 1nadequacy "of that region s -fransport. and commun1catrons
services. * The report of JIU, kherefore, serves a useful purpose in drawing

attention to the 1mprovementsethatecan_be_made during the : second phase of the
Decade in the Tie thods used to mobilize f£inancial- resources_?Brﬁthd'prQTEmme.

5. The Secretary-General notes the systematrc manner in whrch JIU prepared its

- report. This included review of documents issued on the Decade, collection of
informat1on, attending some- meetings, and consultat1ons held with the Economic
Commission for Africa {ECA) and other ‘relevant organs of the Unlted Natrons.
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I1. COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC RECOMMERDATIONS
6. The follow1ng spec1f1c oomments of the Secretary—General on the
recommendations of JIU should be read w1th1n the context ‘of the above T

con51derat10ns.._

Rec0mmendation 1 N

_7.,1 The Secretary-General notes -this recommendetron which is addressed in the

first instance to Member States. . Either of the two. alternet1ve ‘solutions to the
problem of financing regional and subreg1ona1 projects could be appropriate. It is
important that progress: be made. towards. finding a workable mechanism for the
financing of these pro:ects which constitute the h1ghest prlorlty in accordance ‘
with the -Global Strategy for the Decade and the Lagos Plan of Action. ‘The .
Secretary—General -agrees- that, -when called upon - ‘to do  s0, .the ECA secretarlat
should _render secretarlat services -to- the 1ntergovernmental oommlttees sek up for
reglonal or subreg1onal pro;ects. . The Secretary-General, however, wishes to draw
the attention of the General Assembly to_the fact that the provision of secretarlat
services would requlre additional funds to be prov1ded to ECA. The :
Secretary-General will, accordzngly. iraw the’ ‘attention of the ECA Conference of
Mlnzsters ‘and. the African M1n15ters of Transport, cOmmunlcataons and Plannlng to

:this. recommendatlon.

Recommendatlon 2

8. " The. Secretary—General agrees dn general that the ECA secretar1at should a551st
African Governments in-presenting the:r projetts for. the. Decade in a. format
acceptable to financial institutions. To.this end,. the secretariat would attempt
to determine the format and guidelines; acceptable to most. institutions.. On the
other hand, its.ability to. facrlltate_gcntacts between States and the financial
institutions. concerned as a means Of- acceleratlng the flnanCe mob111zat1on process
would depend to a large extent on the availability ‘of  funds beyond its current

level of regular budget- f1nanc1ng._-;w T e

Recommendaticn-S'

e et e w6 .-.-_-'._-_- SR Y O USSP, L

9. In view of the 1mportanoe of the recommendatlon, 1t 1s the Secretary-General'
view that con91derab1e consultations between ECA and other ‘agencies’ involved in
transport and communications would have to- take place -before a comprehensive
".mea;um_termeandelong—termrplan could be draWn up. It 1s 1n the llqht of this that

of. Tr angport and
Communlcatlons is: considered: too short to ach;eve the. ob]ectlves of the . :
recommendatron.meThe-Secretary_Generalﬂuould,:¢herefore, suggest that the most
appropriate:-time for the consideration of such a plan would be: during the
Conference of Ministers of 1988, - At-that—time, -the plan would be cons1dered ‘
together with all the other factors needing to be considered before deciding

A
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Recommendation 4

10. The Secretary-General supports this fecommendation which reinforces his views
mentioned under recommendation 3 that:a considerable time of reflection and '
consultations among all the parties concerned is necessary before deciding on the -
desirability of a second Decade.. : '

.

Recommendation 5

11. The Secretary—-General notes this recommendation which has as ikts objeéctive.a
very precise definition of the roles of various United Nations bodiés vis—a-vis the
Decade. He will, accordingly, bring this recommendation to the attention of the
next Conference Of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and ‘Planning and-
- to the General_Assemblyt-tolboth.of-Which“it’is~addressed. It- should be borne in .
mind, howsver; that thé support activities' that would beé'fequired of the ECA
—seérgtériatfﬁshoﬁld.ﬁhé-{eéqmﬁéﬁdétiQﬁ.bé adopted by the Gereral Assembly, would
necessitate the provision of additional resources. . v ST 0w

12. The recommendation® that a monitoring and evaluation unit be established at ECA
to carry out the. activities suggested by the JIU is important. ‘Indeed, steps are
being taken to develop self-evaluation capability within ECA of its regular budget

activities in order to overcomé the present inadegquacy. The P-4 post mentioned 'in-

the JIU report and a new post at the P=5 level that 1sxbeipg ;equested'on‘a
non-recurrent basis in ‘the proposed programme budget -for the' bienpium 1986-1987
would be devoted to that purpose. The only possibility:of meeting the:requirement
of this particular recommendation is the use of one of the cdr:ent-vécantnP%A‘ppsts
for the necessary length.of time. .Even if this temporary diversion of the use of. a
-post should -be possible;-because-of -the-nearness of the next Conference of African:
Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planming in the first guarter of 1986,

it would not be possible to submit'a report. to that Conference in 1986. . It would

be more realistic to plan.for_a report to be submitted: to the 1988 meeting. The

intervening .period.could. be.used. for developing_the methodology and procedures.of
evaluation relevant to the Decade programme, preparing a detailed repért on -
'prbbléms‘ﬁf”éﬁéiuating—thE#programme;~establishing a programme of work for an

in-depth evaluation and initiating ¢onsultations with ail-;pe:releéant.agenciés as

j recommended by JIU. = o _

} : o ' : o L s

“?f i —Recommendation—Fo el e R A

i - — o b e s s i 2 e ,
ii 13. The Secretary-General ggteg;gge,rgqommendation3that an institutional framework
o .

tbr‘coJﬁpétatibn*?mbhg*teqionalﬁﬂommissiOns~dhethelfieldﬁof'trapsport and
communications should be: set .up. This matter will be:discussed at one of the.
Meetings of Executive Secretd@iiés in the near future. - : SRR

Recommendation 8 ST - o = o .'L¥—'—7 S

14. The Secretary-General supports this recommendation as in-depth consultations
should. be of benefit to the secretariats of the two Decades. Indeed, these
consultations have already started with the visit to ECA in May 1985 by the Chiet
of the Transport, Communications and Tourism Division of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific. '
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Recommendation 9

J : ‘ .
WS 15. While the Secretary-General agrees with this recommendation that all vacancies
= ! in the Transport, Communications and Tourism Division and ‘in the Co-ordination Unit
he of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa should be
filled as soon as possible, he notes that at Present the only vacant post in the
‘ Co-ordination Unit is that of 'the Co-ordinakor, who is under recruitment and is
‘ expected to assume his duties in September 1985. Furtherwore, early action will be
taken to return to the Transport, Communications and Tourism Division those posts
o that have been temporarily redeployed to other Divisions, so that the former
the ' pivision can effectively carry out its responsibilities in regpect of the Decade.
and | Recommendation 10

in - ‘
e 1l6é. The Secretary-General has noted and is in general agreement with the
; I observation of JIU that procedures and central services of ECA provided to the
K : secretariat of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa
: it

shouldrbemreviewed—and~imptovea+asfngcesgﬁry.
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