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ANNEX

Comments of the Administrative Committee on Co~ordination on’' the

report of the Joint Inspection Unit entitled "Co—ordination in

the field of public information activities among the members of
the United Nations system" ' o -

I. INTRODUCTION

1. .The report of the Joint Inspection Unit on co-ordination in the field of

public information activities among the members of the United Nations ‘systém’
(A/36/218) addresses_iggelf to a function that is gaining increasing importance at
a time when the world Organization and its component parts, reflecting the
prevalent politicalwand“gcqnomicqtensions,,are,more than ever dependent on public
understanding and support. -The report therefore comes at-a timely moment and’
usefully focuses on a number of key issues concerning interorganizational
co-operation and co-ordination in this field, : ' ' C

“2.  The Administrative Comiittee on Co-ordination -{ACC) shares the Inspector's

view that a greater -degree of rationalizatiﬁn'and“harmonizing*of the-publiq
information activities of the United Nations System, particularly in the areas of

- production and distribution, would be desirable and should be vigorously Qursuéd.

Some ‘pooling of resources might-also'undoubtedlymiead-tOwgreater-economy and
efficiency in certain areas. At the same time, such an approach raises the broader
question of the wide diversity of policies,:programmes-and‘perspectivés within the
United Nations system, and the constant and overriding demands on the information
s€rvice of each agency to sustain its separate profile before the world community
and to carry out the sectoral information requirements of its own organization, in
accordance with the mandate and instructions given by its governing body and the.
requirements of their specialized audiences. In_such.a_situation, the -common goal
can-perhaps best”be’dﬁhiéiéabbY'é'divérsity of action, .A word of caution must be
raisedi_ghgggggggzuébqgt,thg_extent,tg_which;integratio can-be practically pursued
in view of the need for each organization to continue to direct its information
activities to primary concerns.

e ; ce e ;
3. Account must also be taken of the requirement for each organization to obtain
) N Ly 3 - _ » '-- oy = ich ,ha__wﬂ_— S

|

budgetary implications. ACC will nonetheless cohtinue through the Joint United
_E;tion§=£g§g£m§tion_CUmmi;;ee=4JpNICJQ¢ogendeawour~with determination to pursue
‘specific areas of co-ordination. ' S

LR

'II, COST OF PUBLIC ‘;NF@RMATIGNﬂeTIVITIEs"iN"‘THE"“UN;‘T iD NATIONS SYSTEM

.

A. General remarks

4.. . —The-Joint Inspection Unit has drawn attention to the problems that have arisen
in the past when attempting to estimate the cost of public information activities
system-wide. The difficulty of arriving at a standardized format which will permit

Seen
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a comparison of costs of public information activities in the United Nations system

. has been a major factor in this regard. ACC believes that, in spite of the efforts

of the Inspector to obtain more detailed information from the members of the United
Nations system, any conclusions drawn from these figures must be treated w1th
caution, since methods. for.both the 1dent1f1cat10n and costing of public
informatlon vary considerably from agency to agency.

L Moreover, it is misleading to define "real activities of public information
services"™ as distinct from staff and trawel, or to draw the conclusion that one can
only be dewloped at the expense of the other. All the components of ah integrated
public information programme are inextricably linked, and trawel and liaiscn often
result in considerable savings in productlon and. dlstrlbutlon.

-6. This is partlcularly true of 1nformat10n act1v1t1es in the field, where a

major respon51b111ty of information officials is to maintain close contact with

~ national and local authorities throughout their areas, to cover field projects, to _

lecture at academic institutions and to work with non-governmental organizations.
“These direct contacts by an energetic information officer, it must be stressed, are
often far more effective than the mere distribution of large quantities of printed
materials these wide contacts often help to generate the production and
distribution by others of United Nations-related printed or audlo-v1sua1 material,
thus actually‘achleving @ saving by promoting intérest in and coverage of ‘United
Nations issues without the expenditure of ‘Moperational funds"™. Furthermore,
directors of United Nations information centres or chiefs of information offices of
other members of JUNIC which serwve more than one -country are expected by

. Governments, the media and non-gowvernmental organlzatlons to pay. freguent visits to
thelr area. :

7. Slmllarly, “the trawel of staff members is often connected with the -

organization of journalists' encounters, seminars or symposia, or covering field
projects to gather material for radlo and telev151on _programmes or publlcations.

T 8. All these operations constitute real act1v1t1es of publlc 1nformat1on

ervices" and cannot be undertaken without. trawvel.

F
III. JOINT UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION -COMMITTEE

_ £

9. As the potential instrument for the co-ordlnatlon of efforts in the field of

public 1nformatlon in support of global development objectlves as env:saged by the
new international economic order and towards the promotion of the establishment of
a new world information and communication order, JUNIC has in fact made quite
considerable progress. Commonﬁact10n~through—ﬁHNIe—has—strengthene@;—i S
--particular, international public.awareness. .of a commitment to the Thternational
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, the new
international economic order and the promotion of the establishment of a new world
informatlon and communication order. :

/Il..
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10. It is. clear that since the 1mage of 1nd1v1dua1 organlzatlons of. the United
Nations system is to a certain degree affected by the image of the United Nations
system itelf, JUNIC. must be enabled to become an even more effective common
1nstrument. ‘ '

11. On the other hand, 1t is a fact that the Uhlted Natlons system is made up of
- separate intergovernmental organizations, each mandated by- its governing body to-
reflect a given sectoral range of needs and problems and to account for the funds
provided for this purpose. Therefore, it seems inevitable.that the primary focus
of the information activities of various organizations of the system will continue
to be on their particular programmes.

12, Howevwer, more ﬁointmaétioﬁ'(aﬁd‘cohseqhently larger joint expenditures) could
be undertaken if the capacity of the secretariat of JUNIC to undertake longer-range
indicative planning and proposals was enhanced. There is no doubt that a number of
organizationS'of“the”Unlted Nations'system'would find it easier to budget for a
certain volume of -joint-activities if proposals for such activities were to be
presented on time and especially before 1nd1v1dual information budgets hawve already
been comnmitted for a glven per1od -

.B;f;ﬁnhAtks on the fuhctionigg'of JUNIC

13, The descrlptlon of the functlonlng of "JUNIC and of its subsidiary bodies whlch‘
appears in the report of the Joint Inspection Unit ({A/36/218, sect. III) shows
quite correctly how the Committee has been working since its establishment, and in
particular since 1978 when it improved its co—ordinatlng functlon by drawing up a
plan of action as a conceptual “framework.

14. However, the report does not fully reflect the important changes in the
approach of JUNIC. Even before a first attempt was made -at-systematic-planning in
the Committee through the conception of -the Plan:of -Action, the Committee:was much
more than a forum for "exchange of information". Sessions of JUNIC provide a
unique opportunity For the heads of information services of the organizations of
the United Nations system or their representatlves to meet regularly for a general-
. and 1n-depth discussion on recent developments in the field of public information.
On these occas;ons, senlor staff members of the organlzatlons of the;Unlted Nations

world public oPinlon for their solutlon. Thus, for example JUNIC held a number of
meetlngs devoted to the cruc1al 1ssue of the publlc perceptlons of the United

matter to ACC,

15. The report describes accurately the functioning of the ad hoc _working groups
- and. task. forces.of JUNIC,. . However, it does not indicate clearly--that ad hoc .
working groups are concerned with ongoing issues of common interest and provide an .
opportunity for joint new approaches to common problems. Moreover, it does not

fully take into-account the fact that task forces are by nature of short duration,

set up to provide, as needed, a temporary framework for.co—ordination of
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information programmes on an important international event. This would include the
formulation and implementation of joint projects to’ supplement theindividual ' -

programmes of each agency, thus awiding costly duplication and enhancing the .

- over—-all impact of  the system's action on a common problem. For example, it is as:

a result of the work of task forces for the International Year of the Child, the
World Conference of the United Mations Decade for Women, the International Year of
Disabled Persons, the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of-
Fnergy and the United Nations Conference on the least-developed countries that
projects such as encounters for journalists, joint exhibits, United Nations family
films, press kits, non—-governmental organization activities, etc,, have been -
jointly organized and implemented. : o

.+164 ~Among the ad hoc working groups of JUNIC that were patticularly useful and

creative was the one on audio-visual matters. It is through the combined efforts -
of a number of JUNIC members, under the leadership-of the Ad Hoc Working Group on-

_ Audio~Visual Matters, that such projects as the comprehensive film catalogue

listing all 16 mm. films available throughout the United Nations system has been

" published and distributed or the preparation of an agreement on common-~pricing *

policy for all United Nations system films and of a common interagency system of
classifying photos on development are being devised. The Ad Hoc Working Group on
een instrumental in the successful devwelopment of a

Audio-Visual Matters has also been

" joint production inwvolving a group of television organizations known as ®"agenda for
‘a Small pPlanet” as well as in the preparation of the second phase of this project.

 17;‘ The JUNIC Ad Hoc Working Group on Development Education continued its work -

towards providing a framework for the organizations of the United MNations system -

concerned. with' the subject of development education with a view to agreeing on a

__number of projects which have subsequently been carried out by individual
‘organizations at the national and regionzl levels with the help of Governments, .

non-governmental organizations and dewlopment education groups.

C.”'Rgmafkstdondefﬁfﬁ§f¥ﬁéﬂﬁiénnihg'pfoeéss‘throﬁah“UUNIC

18. With regard to the report's analysis of the planning process recently started.
within JUNIC, note should be taken of the fact that in this first attempt JUNIC has
‘already made progress by targeting the Plan-of Action to a limited number of - :
_selected projects_for joint action. These projects are linkedfto issues or ewvents

.

L=

ol the e_on Information of the
General Assembly, have attached particular importance. :

19. ACC recognizes that more could be done if the planning exercise weré to take |
place early enough to allow individual organizations of the United Nations system- - -
first of all to take a more active part in the identification of joint projects =
ana}fééébﬁdly;TEdis&tfﬁsfﬂé‘funﬂs*for*joint—financing;~"{n~spite-of—eaehw—ﬂx-1-¥1--

'"drééhizéti0ﬁ1§idﬁn*eSEabliSHedspriorities,.discussionsﬁin:JUNICﬂhavé”shpwnithat “

individual organizations are prepared to co-operate in joint activities provided
these are clearly identified, well designed and presented in time for the necessary

.financialnplanning."“ e S

/'U;.
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20. It should also be noted that, since the establishment of the Committee on
Information, JUNIC has made an essential contribution to the work.of this body. .

JUNIC has reported regularly to the Committee on Information not only on joint

activities, but also on the dewelopment and evaluation of its planning process.‘ “In
this connexion, it should be noted that the Joint Committee, following the .
guidelines provided to it by the Committee on Information in 1980 and 1981, has now
embarked on a néw aspect of its work in contributing to the promotion of the -

establishment- of a new world information and communication- order. —JUNIC decided

recently that this would now provide a new. conceptual and analytical framework for
its activities.

21. JUNIC has been clearly recognized by- ‘the Committee on Information as the e

essential instrument for interagency ¢o-ordination and co-operation in the field" of o

“public information. The Committee on Information has in particular noted in its
report—tortheAGeneralnAssembly _/ that JUNIC intends to continue the in-depth .

analysis of and research on the public information programmee of the organizations o

of the United Nations system with a view to drawing up the biennial conceptual

framework of the .Joint Committee, the JUNIC Plan of Action; to elaborate hew etepa'l.r

to help JUNIC move towards longer-term indicative planning and joing action’ through‘*7
selected projects Jointly organized, financed and implemented; and also to’ )

elaborate new methods of work to adapt the Plan’ of Action. to- the new. requirements )
imposed by the promotion of the establishment of a new world 1nformation and ;'” o

communication order, particularly in the following areas:
(a) Strengthening 1nformation/communication capacity in developing countries;

(b) Strengthening information/communication capacity among developing

countries;

[c) Strengthening balanced deuelopment information flow between the
developing and the developed countriess -

{a) Strengthening the.. foundations-ofean-understanding_of the developing

_ countries and of a new planetary: perception of the future among the general public o

in induatrialized countriesi - - 7 _
. DEVELOPMENT FORUM ~

#

22 The report of the- Joint“Inspection‘ﬂnit—acknowledges, -on the one hand, the )
importance of Development Forum as the main publication of the system dedicated to

mobilizing public opinion on behalf of development and, on the other, its :
precariousvfinancial 81tuation.””_

ugglement No. 21 (A/36/21).

fese
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23. Moreower, the report touches the crux of the problem when ‘it notes the .
difficulty of devising ~ and imposing - an effective system of financing wh1ch will :
‘be acceptable to all organrzations within the system, each with its own mandate,
policies and financial resources.

24. ACC has taken note of the view of the Joint Inspection Unit that.the members
of JUNIC need to be provided with clear instructions and authority to commit.their
organizations. ACC has no difficulty with this proposal in principle since it is .
consistent with the objectives behind the restructuring of the subsidiary machinery
of ACC. Howewer, ACC will continue to retain its. authorlty to.review as

appropriate the decisrons of 1ts subsrdlary bodres in the. 1nterests of good

-—--mahagement. T

: l_eo,..‘_________m,-, =

25. ACC does, however, fully concur with the view of the Inspector that, after a ..7
. decade of existence of Development Forum and the repeated recognition by the
General Assembly of its importance, a decisiwve step.is requrred to maintain. the

" publication and to secure its financial basis.

26, ACC notes that the Secretary-General for hrs part w1shes to rerterate that the,—
form and contents of the publication are kept constantly under review in an ongoing
effort to enhance its 1mpact, extend 1ts outreach and make it more cost effectlve.m

V. COMMON FACILITIES

A, General remarks

27. ‘The report of the Joint Inspection Unit draws attention to the'c0nsiderable '

duplication of infoimation points in many c1t1es and notes that, wherever. possible,
a pooling of resources is desirable, = .

INZQ; It must be po1nted out, however, that while there may be occasional overlap,

this is true to-a-far lesser degree than might be assumed, since most information
offices and their libraries have specific mandates and serwe a specxalrzed
clientele. For the library of a United Nations information centré to carry all the
documents, photographs and reports of such widely varying organrzations as the

rranbrldeealthAOrganizatlonL_theﬁlnternatlonal Labour Organlsation,’the International

Cultural Organization, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultatlve Organrzatlon

— and-the-World -Bank,—for- example, -would. require-an- inordinate increase in space,

staff, distribution and reproductlon facllltles, and ‘even the maintenance of .
separate mailing lists. ‘ —

29, With regard to the aud1o‘v1suaI‘IIbraries‘referred‘to‘In*paragrﬁphtﬂﬁ““i"tﬁe“‘“'
U Yéport of the Joiiit “Inspection Unit, it must be pointed out that in' general terms
100,000 photographs is con51dered a relatively modest collection. Many of the

photo librarres, such as that of United Nations Headquarters, are not only in daily

use but also serve as an archival reference dating back to early Unlted Nations .. -

days and even to those of the League of Nations.
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30, On the matter of a common United Nations photo catalogue,.an ongoing study.
through the United Nations Photo Editors' Conference has resulted in a common
agreement that the only practical and feasible present method of such an exchange
should be made through video disc. In the last Photo Editors' meeting
(10-11 September 1981) at Vienna, a definitive report, including all financial and
practical implications; was prepared by a United Nations photo librarian and

_ distributed to all participants for appraisal with a definitive-questionnaire.
{The cost of the video-disc common photo~library system was submitted by the
Photographs and Exhibits Section to be considered for inclusion in the 1982-1983

budget.)

31. The use of slides, about which the report expresses concern, has in fact met

a with -considerable success. Slide sets for such events as Human Rights and United

s Nations-Day-and-thematic.subjects such. as women, and the disabled, are routinely
distributed in quantity. While it is true that slide projectors are relatively
expensive and-not-available in profusion, newvertheless the use of slides on
television, in magazine and other print media and in the form of microfiche for
quick reference by editors and publishers is substantially larger than the use by
United Nations information centres for schools or local projection,

32. Additioinally, the transparencies are widely used for exhibits and
black-and-white print conversion and reproduction.

33. As far as the United Nations Information Service at Geneva is concerned
(A/36/213, para, 88), it must be pointed ocut that-all accessions in colour and
black and white by the United Nations Headquarters Photographs and Exhibits
Section, inciuding all, cross-reference cards, log cards and captioned reference
prints, are sent-on-a regular basis to Geneva, where a duplicate United Nations
photo library is maintained and has been active for some 20 years.

34, ‘The Inspector 8 report does not reflect the. close. co—operation that already
exists in the field between United Nations_ information centres and the United
‘Nations Development Programme (UNDP) field offices - a co~operation which is being
further strengthened-by means of a- recently established ]oint Department of Public
Informatlon-UNDP task force. . p
35. 2As the report points out, JUNIC, to comply with an ACC request((which itself
was. responding to- Becommendationm19-of the JIU report on. the regional structure of
i0on ‘ T up i Working Group
on Co-ordination of ‘Public Information in the,Field. The pilot 'study undertaken in
seven selected-cities was-presented-to-JUNIC at its fifth session in 1978, and
though considered as a useful step in taking inventory of existing possibilities
for co-ordination in the field, it was felt that it needed to be much ‘more refined.

T 36. Thé Ad Hoc Working Group was therefore requested to. continue its work with the"

“% '~ —help of this preliminary analysis. However, in the same year, 1978, the ‘Committee
to Review United Nations Public Information Policies and Act1v1t1es 2/ was

2/ Renamed "Committee on Information® by the General Assembly in 1979.
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established by the
the role of United

General Assembly and _subsequently began to examine, inter alia,
‘NMations information centres. The Ad Hoc Working Group of ‘JUNIC

has therefore suspended its deliberations pending the outcome of the discussions in
the Committee on Information.

37. 1In the meantime, however, efforts have been made on an ad ad hoc basis, both at’

the lewel of JUNIC

and in the field, to co-ordinate and harmonize | production and

distribution fa0111t1es.7 ‘These efforts will be continued and, intengified on a more . 5

regular ba51s.‘

s

_.VI. SUMMARI OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMENTS

Recommendation (1)s-

"In order to give the Member States a fu11 picture of
_expenditure on the public 1nformation activ1t1es of the
-system, JUNIC, in collaboration with the Consultative .= -
Committee on Administratiwve Questions (cca) , should elaborate
a standardized form of presentation of the funds spent on
these activities." ‘

Comment: The question of a standardized. form of presentation of expenditures has
“been unhder study by CCAQ as a general subject, and there is no case for

. treating

. Recommendation (2).

Comment: “ACC will’

separately public information expenditures.

'"The Secretary-General, as Chairman of acc, should submit -
regularly to the Committee for Programme and Co—ordination‘ 5ww;
(CPC) and other committees concerned estimates submitted by
the system for these act1v1t1es.- ACC should further explore .
ways of pooling the resources of the members of the :ystem on -
public information in order to avoid duplication and to
undertake joint system-w1de act1v1t1es.

respond, as in the past, to requestscforuinformation on SRR

estimates of information activities by the appropriate intergovernmental ’

. -bodies.

Efforts to explore areas-where pooling of resources would be’“

essential will be contlnued and 1nten51f1ed.

'Recommendatlon {3).

7

"Programme and budgets for the public 1nformation activities
of the System of’a. co-oPerative or joint character should be

mmn...Comments _ It would appear .that thiserecommendation ‘does not take fully into account

the existence of the Committee on Information, JUNIC reports to, and

‘receives

act1v1t1es undertaken under the JUNIC Plan of Action._A_

guidance from; ACC and the Committee on Information on all joint -

.,"Rec0mmendatlon (4).

public 1nformation, should be strengthened and made more

- S R ‘/o--,
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. responsible. . Sessions should be well prepared allowing
- - -sufficient time to enable the participating members to get’
o - ﬂclear instructions and the delegation of authority to commlt
their respective organizations." :

Commenti- ACC agrees that JUNIC should be strengthened It is assumed that the
" words "made more responsible" should read "be-given wore '
;erespons1bility . Doguments for the sessions of JUNIC should be carefully
prepared and be awallable on time and JUNIC members themselves should be
‘more involved in their preparatlon. :

. Recommendation {5): "The. programme and plan of actlvitles of JUNIC and the report

: : : on programme 1mp1ementation should be submitted to the

Tt o 7 Egonomic and Social Council through CPC."™ -

Comments: JUNIC reports through ACC to the committee on Information. It is for .
A Member States to decide whether add1t1ona1 reportlng is requlred.

Rscommendat1on ;61= ‘“Sessions of JUNIC should be attended obllgator1ly by . the
o _ heads of the information services of all members of the
e system. These sessions should be held_primarily at the
o .+ .. headgquarters of the main organlzatlons 1n order to -awid
l - © . unnecessary. travel expendlture..-

Comments: - (i) ‘ACC agrees that, as far as pOSS1ble,*sesslons of JUNIC should be
STy "...attended by the heads of the ‘information services, but. this cannot
'be made compulsory. What is more important is that the
representatlves of the members of. JUNIC attending the ses51ons ‘of

* JUNIC should have enough delegatlon of. authorlty to commit their
respective organizations, especially in the seleotlon and the
1mplementatron of jeint projects. .

s»{ii)- -Sessions.-of - JUNIC should, .as.. is thee"- : ;;:be.heLdeprimarily__
© . at the headquarters of the maln organizatlons. fee T

Reoogmendation {7) 2 “The staff of the DlveSlon for Economlc and Sooial
: - Information, which provides the JUNIC secretariat, should be
strengthened to enable it to funétion properly and to carry
“out—on*a“contlnuous basis and efﬁlciently the many tasks
invwolved 1n -In order-to
help the secretariat of JUNIC in th1s task, JUNIC members
~agguming the over-alx“respon31bilrty for a grven joint project
- or -projects should assign a- specific staff. member the.
responsibility 6f following this through and of providing an
Cme evaluation to the JUNIC secretariat. PFurthermore, the
i e e com9051tion of the staff should reflect. better the_compositlon
o ' - of the membership ©f the organizations.” .

foea
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Comment: The secrétariat of JUNIC should be reinforced in order not only to

Y« . . continue the the in-depth analysis of and research on theé public

w information. programmes of the organizations of the United.Nations system
with a view to drawing up the JUNIC Plan of Action but also to be able to
| elaborate new methods .of work to help JUNIC mowve towards longer-~term

‘w ' -indicative planning and joint action, especially when considering the new
f” ~ requirements imposed by its increased role in the promotion of the

. . establishment of the new world 1nformat10n and ‘communication order.

‘, Recommendation (8): "JUNIC, like other interagency bodles, should have a proper
lL o : budget to be contributed by the participating organizations.
! ' Such contributions should come from the organizations' own
e - funds for public information without for this purpose
mincreasing these funds."

. Comments It is generally felt that the time has not yet come for JUNIC to have a
'budget of its own. Howewer, most members of JUNIC realize the 1mportance‘
of joint finahcing if there is to be any effective and pract1ca1
co-operation and seem to be ready to contribute more funds for speclfic
joint progects w1th1n the JUNIC Plan of Action.

Recammendat;on {93 “Development Forum should be the only system—w;de perlodlcalt.
in the field of econom1c and social development.”

Comment: - It should be noted that the recommendation of the Joint Inspection Unit -
reflects in fact the actual situation. The front page of Development
Forum states "Development Forum is the single regular publication of the
AUn1ted Nations system in the field of economic and social development.
It is publrshed for the Jolnt United Nations Information Committee".
Several agencies publish magazines or other periodicals but they are
specialized and deal only with the main subject of concern of that agency.

Recommendat1on gloz " ‘whe financing of Development Forum should be on the basis of
o any of the formulas ensuring obligatory contributions by each
organization in sufficient amounts subject only to the
approval of funds by legislatiwe bodies. Only on the basis
of normal and regular financing can Development Forum become.
an'efficient and representative tool.of public information.'

Comment: The financing of Development Forum has been the subject of dlscu531ons
_and . recommendations_at various lewels. JUNIC proposed in 1980 that there
should be a system of predictable woluntary contributions from the
organizations of the United.Nations system to. ensure the long-term
fznanclng of Development Forum.

“ACC, by decision 1980/13, urged the executlve "heads of the- organizations
of the United Nations system in a position to do so to include an
_appropriate provision in their 1982-1983 budgets, taking into account the .

/--o
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proposal of JUNIC. In his report {A/C,5/35/52)“the;Secretary:General
noted the JUNIC proposal and the decision of ACC, and requested approval

by the General Asgembly for a United Nations contribution of the order of

$200,000 per year for 1980 and 1981. 'The Advisory Committee on .
Administrative and Budgetary Questions did not object, but was of the
opinion that there was a need for prior agreement among the participating
organizations within the United Nations system as to the individual.

amounts they would contribute annually towards the 1ong-term flnanclng of
Development Forum. 3/

ACC, by dec151on 1981/18, noted the support given by the Committee on

Information to Development Forum as the only interagency publication of the United

.-Nations_system, and its appealsto the Secretary-General and the organizations of
the United Nations system to secure its financial support on a long-term basis., By
the same dec1510n, ACC requested the executive heads of the organizations of the
United Natlons system in a position to support Development Forum to confirm the
provisions made in thelr 1982-1983 budgets, and to reiterate their intention to
continué "to support the publlcatlon beyond the -next biennium. Subsequently, the
Advisory Committee again requested for 1982-1983 a report by the Secretary-General

_to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session on the long-term. financing of
Devel;pment Forum. The report was submitted and $400,000 was appfoved for .
Development Fbrum by the Assembly for the biennium 1982-1983. .

Recommgndatlon (11): "The profe551ona1 staff,of Development Forum should more
.‘ . : accurately reflect the geographical representation of the
United Nations system and should be composed of fully
qualified professionals.”®

Comment-” Ef forts have been made to improve the geographical dlstrlbutlon of the
professional staff of Development Forum and it is hoped that in 1982 the
~ concrete steps 1n1t1ated wzll come to frultlon.

“It should be noted, however, “that efforts in thls dlrectlon “are hampered’ by
the following factors:

(a) The total professional ed1tor1a1 staff 1s only four in nuﬁber, and the
turnover 1s extremely limited;. ~ . e e e

p

(b) - ible .in. the_past
to offer. appointments for more than one year at a t1me, and thls acts as a
_ _deterrent to recruitment. For the first time staff members who have been with

Development Forum for more than two years have now received a contract for the
biennium 1982—1993; ) el i ST P s —

g/\ Officiai Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Sessgion,
Supplement No. 7 (A/35/7 and Add.1-32), document A/35/7/Add.l9, paras. 10 and 11,

-/.-;'
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(c) The fellowshlp programme devised to train possible candidates from
' developing countries has been started, but at the moment financial constraints only
‘permit two or three fellowships to be granted. The Department of Public
Informatlon is convinced, and the response to the publication bears this out, that
the present staff is fully ' qualified. It should be noted that the General Service
staff employed are also required to have some form of journal1stic o; editorial

experlence. ' . , B

"The editorial advisory board'proposed by JUNIC should be
created immediately and composed of distinguished persons.”

The Editorial Adv1sory Board has been created, is ‘composed of ‘nine

Comment:
— T TTT ~prominent educators; media speciallsts'and economists from different
—ﬁr?v‘parts of—the world, and had its flrst meetzng in December 1981
Recommendation (13): “The heads of the organlzatlons ‘and other top echelon staff
e and qualified experts should contribute artlcles regularly to
Dewvelopment Forum," ‘
. comment: Articles by heads of organizations and other hlgh-ranklng staff are

~-carried in-Development Forum . on appropriate occasions. _However, the aim

- of Development Forum is to become a platform for dialogue rather than a
‘wehicle for institutional news, a role which is assumed by the Chronicle
and the various newsletters, press. releases, etc. published by the United
Nations and the specialized agencies.~ As the index of authors whose
“articles have been published in Dewelopment Forum shows, many articles
are written by top experts in various fields and these authors have been

drawn from all parts of the world.

Recommendatlon (14). "The United Nations 1nformation centres should become -the

only distribution centres in cities in which they are located
and which do not hawve a headquarters or _regional office of a
- United Bations organization.™ .. . ... ... .. . .

‘"In cities where there are two or more information services,
pOSSibllltleS of pooling their resourges should be explored
with"a view to carrying out public information activities
jointly. The Secretary-General shoulg prepare a report to 'be
——Submitted—to- the Economlc ,and Soc1a1 Council and the General

‘Redoniiendation (15)5“

' co—ordlnatlng information services located in one city,
—paftlcularly;ln—such—cltles as Geneva, New York and Bangkok.

The quest;on of the merglng or better co-ordlnation of reglonal offices
and organizations of the United Nations system, the increased role of the
United Nations information Centres as distribution centres in cities in

Comment :

““which they are located and which do not have a headquarters or regional
office of the United Nations Organization, as well as the suggestion
concerning joint mailing lists, are all issues relating to better

Soee
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co-ordination of information activities at a national~level among
international organizations., The Committee on Information is fully -
seized with this question and ACC will continue to follow closely the
progress of the Committee's work. In this context, ACC has taken
particular note of the Following recommendations of the Committee on
Information at its 1981 session: S

Recommendation (21): "Field activities of the United Mations offices should be
better co-ordinated with those of other international .
organizations in the information area in order to promote the
principles, objectives, activities and image of the United
Nations system in each country and to achieve a concentration
"of éfforts and resources and increased efficiency,
R s oo —particularly co~operation between. the Department of Public
“Information and the field services of the United Nations
foee s Dayalopment Programme ;oo o

Recommendation (22): "In view of the particularly important role of the United
Nations information centres as the decentralized part of the
-structure of the Department of Public—Information and becaise
they are in a unique position to co-operate directly with
national media and disseminators of information in their
areas: - : :

{a) The Secretary-General should take the appropriate
steps to strengthen the capacity of the information centres
where needed;

(b) On the basis of consultation between the Department of
Public Information and other concerned United Nations bodies,
a study should -be-- presented to- the-General—Assembly at its
..thirty-seventh.session on ways-and-means—to-enhance the role
of information centres within the Department of Public
“ooom o Information structure along policy guidelines set by the
Assembly. The objective of such a study would, inter alia,
aim at measures increasing the functional flexibility of the
o information centres, enabling thém to consider the interests
. e of_the countries concerned.”




